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Of cans I kept no true measure,
My cups I sold at my pleasure,
Deceiving many a creature,
Though my ale were naught . . .
Therefore this place ordained is
For such ill-doers so much amiss,
Here shall they have their joy and bliss "*.
Heavy penalties were occasionally inflicted on offenders
who broke the assize of provisions. Thus in Domesday Book
any man or woman at Chester who gave false measure, or
brewed adulterated ale, paid a penalty of four shillings or
was placed in the * cucking-stool'3. Sometimes criminal
bakers were drawn upon hurdles through the streets of the
town with the defective loaf hanging round their necks,
" and otherwise punished as is practised in like manner
with regard to such bakers in our city of London"3. The
seller of unsound wine was compelled to drink a draught of
the wine which he sold, while the remainder was then poured
over his head4, a poetic form of justice. All fairs and markets
were required to have a pillory and a tumbril for corporal
punishment, and where the lord substituted the milder but
more profitable penalty of pecuniary amercement he was
liable to lose his franchise5. We are inclined, however, to
think that the elaborate system of punishments devised for
breaches committed against the assizes was in practice
largely illusory. In 1289 the total amercements assessed
for various offences at Norwich6 amounted to over seventy-
two pounds, while the money actually paid into the court
was only seventeen pounds ; evidently it was one thing to
levy fines and another to collect them. The bakers also
evaded the penalties of wrongdoing, according to the
London chronicler, by bribing the authorities to allow them
to make deficient loaves at their pleasure a third or a quarter
1 Morris, Chester, 314.                                * Domesday Book, i. 262 b.
8 Liber Albus   (ed.   Riley),   i.   265 ;    Transactions  of the  Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, iii. 96 (Bristol charter, 1347).
*  Riley, Memorials of London, 318.
*  Placita de Quo Warranto, 152-155 ; Patent Rolls, 1388-1392, p. 504.
4 Hudson, Led Jurisdiction in Norwich, p. xl.